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In general keep in mind the following definitions of: 

 
ACCOMMODATION:  Generally, an adaptation  that enables a student with a disability to participate in 
educational programming, complete school work or tests with greater ease and effectiveness,  to the extent 
possible, as if he or she were non-disabled.  Accommodations do not alter the fundamental nature of the 
program, work or service.  Accommodations are not intended to provide additional advantage but rather to 
“level the playing field” for students with disabilities. 
 
MODIFICATION:   More significant levels of alteration of participation in the program, work or service for 
students with disabilities.  Changes rather than simply supporting what the student is required to perform.  
Modifications, when applied, have the potential to alter scores, credits or evaluation of the work. 
 
Accommodations and Modifications should not simply be applied at the time of testing as a means of 
support.  In order to justify the use of accommodations/modifications during testing, a student should 
also have access to the needed supports during instruction in the classroom. 
 
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) is the broad category of state 
required assessments for all students in California.  Special Education students are required participants in 
CAASPP.  IEP teams decide on an individual basis “how” students will participate, which test versions and 
what universal tools, designed supports and accommodations are necessary.  Depending on the test, these 
universal tools, designated supports, variations, accommodations and modifications may vary.  All CAASPP 
tests are high stakes and great care and caution must be taken by the IEP team to ensure maximum validity 
and participation status.   
Annually, CDE reviews and may amend the California Assessment System.  For most current 
information, refer to the CDE Testing and Accountability website.  Below is a chart of the California 
Assessment System for 2014-15.  Consult with your District Testing Coordinator before contacting CDE if 
this chart is unclear. 
 
Special Test Versions are made available annually.  Contact your district testing coordinator for updated 
information.  
 
The Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) is included as the required assessment for preschoolers. 
 
CAHSEE 
 
As of July 1, 2009, special education and 504 students are no longer required to pass the CAHSEE in order to 
earn a high school diploma provided they have satisfied all other state and local graduation requirements.  
However, they are required to take the CAHSEE in their 10th grade year.  This shall remain in effect until the 
State Board of Education approves an alternative assessment process for these pupils. 
 
The decision to allow a student to use a particular test support should be made on an individual basis and 
should take into consideration the needs of the student and whether the student routinely receives the support 
in classroom instruction.  IEP teams need to decide what is best for making tests accessible to each child.  If, 
after contacting your district testing coordinator, you have any questions, you can contact the California 
Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Office at caaspp@cde.ca.gov or 916-445-8765. 
 
 
 

mailto:caaspp@cde.ca.gov�
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Appendixes | Appendix M: Allowable Testing Variations and Accommodations for the 2011 California Modified Assessment 

Appendix M: Allowable Testing Variations and 
Accommodations for the 2011 California Modified 
Assessment 

Appropriate testing variations and 
accommodations for the 2011 administration of the 
California Modified Assessment1 are based on the 
study of item format and delivery mode from the 
California Modified Assessment Pilot Test. 

Allowable Variations 
• Test administration directions that are simplified 


or clarified (does not apply to test questions) 

• Student marks in test booklet (other than 


responses) including highlighting 

• Test students in a small group setting 
• Extra time on a test within a testing day 
• Test individual student separately, provided that a 

test examiner directly supervises the student 
• Visual magnifying equipment 
• Audio amplification equipment 
• Noise buffers (e.g., individual carrel or study
 

enclosure) 

• Special lighting or acoustics; special or adaptive 


furniture
 
• Colored overlay, mask, or other means to maintain 

visual attention 
• Manually Coded English or American Sign 

Language to present directions for administration 
(does not apply to test questions) 

Allowable Accommodations 
• Student marks responses in test booklet and 


responses are transferred to a scorable answer 

document by an employee of the school, district, 

or nonpublic school 


• Responses dictated (orally, or in Manually Coded 
English or American Sign Language) to a scribe 
for selected-response items (multiple-choice 
questions) 

• Word processing software with spell and grammar 
check tools turned off for the essay responses 
(writing portion of the test) 

• Essay responses dictated orally or in Manually 
Coded English to a scribe, audio recorder, or 
speech-to-text converter and the student provides 
all spelling and language conventions 

• Assistive device that does not interfere with the 
independent work of the student on the multiple-

choice and/or essay responses (writing portion of 
the test) 

• Braille transcriptions provided by the test 

contractor 


• Large-print versions 
• Test items enlarged if font larger than required on 

large-print versions 
• Test over more than one day for a test or test part 


to be administered in a single sitting 

• Supervised breaks within a section of the test 
• Administration of the test at the most beneficial 


time of day to the student
 
• Test administered at home or in hospital by a test 


examiner
 
• Manually Coded English or American Sign 


Language to present test questions 

• Answer options read aloud to student 
• Test questions read aloud to student or used audio 

CD presentation 
• Calculator on the grade five mathematics test 
• Math manipulatives on the mathematics tests 
• Math manipulatives on the science tests 
• Unlisted Accommodation 

Allowable English Learner (EL) Variations 
• Hear the test directions printed in the test 

administration manual translated into the student’s 
primary language. Ask clarifying questions about 
the test directions in the student’s primary 
language. 

• Additional supervised breaks within a testing day 
or within a test part provided that the test part is 
completed within the day of testing. The end of a 
test part is identified by a “STOP” sign. 

• English learners (ELs) may have the opportunity to 
be tested separately with other ELs provided that 
the student is directly supervised by an employee 
of the school who has signed the test security 
affidavit and the student has been provided such a 
flexible setting as part of his/her regular instruction 
or assessment. 
CMA for Math and Science ONLY 

• Access to translation glossaries/word lists 

(English-to-primary language). Glossaries/word 

lists shall not include definitions or formulas. 


1 The California Modified Assessment is a new assessment in the Standardized Testing and Reporting Program. Regulations are in the 
development process and will be publicly heard at a future State Board of Education meeting. 

January 2011 District and Test Site Coordinator � 143 

Copyright © 2011 by the California Department of Education 
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Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) 

What is the DRDP? 

• The Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) is the current required assessment instrument, 
as directed by the California Department of Education Special Education Division, for all students 
aged birth to five years with an IFSP or IEP. The DRDP is given twice per year, in order to 
determine overall growth and development. The DRDP is an observation tool for teachers to 
record individual progress toward the achievement of four Desired Results for children:  

 Children are personally and socially competent.  
 Children are effective learners.  
 Children show physical and motor competence.  
 Children are safe and healthy.  

• The DRDP lists behaviors that, when fully mastered, would indicate the achievement of these 
desired results for children.  The assessment of children drives the curriculum, which in turn, 
supports the learning and acquisition of skills in preparation for Kindergarten. Teachers may share 
DRDP information during IEP’s and scheduled parent-teacher conferences.   

Where can I find information on the DRDP? 

• All DRDP information including assessment forms, timelines, instructional videos and manuals 
are available at no charge at www.draccess.org. 

Which children should be assessed? 

• Are five-year old children with disabilities included in the DRDP access Assessment System? 
Yes, if they have an IEP and have not yet entered Kindergarten. 

• Are children in Transitional Kindergarten included in the DRDP access Assessment System? 
No, children who are in Transitional Kindergarten will not be assessed with the DRDP access at 
this time. 

• For a child who has a signed IEP but who has not yet begun to receive services during the 
current assessment period, is the provider required to complete a DRDP access for this 
child? 
Services are to start as soon as possible after the IEP is signed, but if for some reason a child has 
not received services, then a DRDP access is not required for the current assessment period if the 
child is not in the program and has not received services by October 1 for fall and March 1 for 
spring. 

When is the DRDP given? 

• Are there scheduled testing dates? 

Students are assessed during designated dates in October-November  (for Fall assessment) and 
March-April (for Spring assessment). 
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• On what dates do children need to enter early childhood special education services to be 
included in the DRDP access Assessment System? 
Children must enter special education with a signed IFSP or IEP and have received services before 
October 1 to be included in the Fall assessment and before March 1 to be included in the Spring 
assessment. 

Who completes the DRDP access? 

• I'm a service provider who sees a child for less than 10 hours per week. Do I need to 
complete a DRDP access for this child? 
If you are the primary service provider, then you are responsible for completing a DRDP access 
assessment twice a year for this child. All children with IFSPs or IEPs are assessed regardless of 
type or level of service and regardless of educational setting. 

• On the DRDP access Information Page: "Name of person completing the assessment," whose 
name goes in this box? 
The primary special education service provider should complete the DRDP access assessment for 
each child served with an IFSP or IEP, so the special educator's name is filled in. This could be an 
early childhood special education teacher or related service provider such as a Speech and 
Language Pathologist (SLP). 

• Who should complete the assessment for a child who attends a private preschool, and is only 
receiving speech and language therapy services? 
The primary service provider should complete the assessment. In this case, it would be the SLP. 
The SLP may complete the assessment with input from others and she is responsible for reviewing 
input, making sure the assessment is complete and turning the assessment in as directed to the 
appropriate Special Education personnel. The SLP should work with the individuals who know the 
child well in order to gather the observations for all of the Measures. 

Can I adapt the DRDP access for my student? 

• There are seven categories of adaptations, which can be used with the DRDP.  Any adaptations 
used, must be noted on the students IFSP/IEP and DRDP access information page.  Please see the 
attached adaptation chart. 
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